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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

It's been a busy but fun week 
at Cole School.  Meteorologist 
Michael Page from NECN 
came to Cole School on 
Monday to teach third and 
fifth graders about weather.  
Kindergarten students took a 
field trip to the Norwell Police 
and Fire Departments on 
Monday and had a great time 
venturing out into our 
community. 

First graders went to Holly Hill Farm on a field trip on Monday and got to taste some vegetables 
including tomatoes and arugula.  Weird Day on Thursday was a huge success as our students got to 
express themselves in extraordinary ways.  Our first and fourth graders ended the week with a trip to 
the Company Theater to see a play together.  All of this is possible thanks to the dues that PTO 
collects.  Thank you all so much for your ongoing support for these field trips and enrichment 
programs! 

Picture Retake Day is on Thursday, November 7th.  If your child is having their picture retaken, please 
send them with the original picture package. 

Thank you to the families that signed up to donate needed supplies to help us with Thankful 
Thursdays in November.  We are truly grateful for the quick response to the call for help.  
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Mark your Calendar 

11/03 - Daylight Savings 

11/04 - Community Meeting 9am - Specialists are 
hosting, all parents welcome 

11/05 - Professional Day - No school 

11/06 - PTO Meeting 7:30pm 

11/06 - SEPAC Board Meeting 6pm, Annual Parent’s 
Right’s Presentation 7pm @ NMS Community Room 

11/07 - Picture Retake Day 

11/11 - Veteran’s Day - No School 

11/18 - 1000 Book Club Story Time 12:10 

11/20 - School Council 3:45pm 

11/21 - Early Release Day 12:20 dismissal 

11/26 - Early Release Day 12:20 dismissal 

11/27-28 - Thanksgiving Holiday

COLE MINERS’ DIG
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As a reminder, all teacher communication is being posted each week on Schoology.  We have worked 
so hard to streamline our weekly communication and to make sure that families have weekly updates, 
dates of important events, and questions to ask your child each week that we want to ensure that 
families know where to find that information now that it is in Schoology.  Please let us know if you 
need help accessing these newsletters.  It is critical to the continuation of our strong home/school 
partnerships that these newsletters are accessed. 

The newly revised K-5 report cards are now posted on the school website and here.  You’ll notice that 
we have new marking codes: Beginning (B), Developing (D), and Secure (S) as well as streamlined 
Approaches to Academic and Social Learning in grades 1-5.  Our report card is a standards based 
report card meaning the standards are listed and graded on the report card.  Please take a moment 
to review the newly revised report cards.  The first trimester report card will be sent home on Friday, 
December 13th. 

Need any technical assistance with Schoology?  Schedule an appointment with our Norwell High 
School students at the Tech Solutions Desk from 8:00am to 2:37pm.  You can 
email tech.solutions@norwellschools.org to set up an appointment. 

Do you or someone you know have a consistent block of time available for volunteering each week?  
Are you interested in coming into Cole School to support student learning in the classrooms?  We are 
preparing to kick off this year’s Volunteer Corps to train volunteers and deploy them to classrooms.   
Please let us know if you are interested by completing this form. 

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter.  Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 

NURSE’S NOTES 

Cold and flu season is upon us.  Hand washing is crucial to stopping the spread of viruses and 
bacteria.  I recommend having your students wash their hands as soon as they get home from any 
activity, especially school. This will help keep "outside" germs out of your home. 

Kindergartners and First Graders seem to be having lots of accidents lately.  This can be a normal 
part of learning to listen to your body and making sure one gets to the bathroom on time.  Please 
wash and return any clothes your student comes home in that they have borrowed from the Health 
Room.  I do not expect the underpants to come back, for hygiene reasons.  I am looking for donations 
of new underpants in sizes XS(4/5) and S(6/6x) for both boys and girls.   

Thank you for your help with these actions. Have a healthy and happy weekend. 

                            Elisabeth MacDougall BSRN, NCSN 
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https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/4373
mailto:tech.solutions@norwellschools.org
https://forms.gle/FRXDKEUyd5e9wkgP8
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MEL’S SPOTLIGHT 

Mel can't wait to tell you all about our beloved preschool teacher, Mrs. 
Williamson, or Miss Anne as many of our families and students know her.  
Mrs. Williamson is passionate about animal welfare. She likes to volunteer 
at dog and parrot rescue groups. She and her husband have 5 rescue pets 
- 2 dogs and 3 parrots! (Yes, the parrots talk, a lot!). Her favorite seasons 
are fall and winter. She likes to ride motorcycles in the mountains with her 
husband and hike with her dogs in the spring, summer and fall. In the 
winter, she likes to go snowmobiling, snowshoeing and cross country 
skiing.  She loves going to New Hampshire, and Maine. Her goal is to finish 
hiking all 48 of the 4000 footers in New Hampshire. Music is a huge part of 
Mrs. Williamson's life and she loves to go to music concerts and music 
festivals.  Some of her favorite musicians are Jerry Garcia, Van Morrison, 
John Lennon, Bob Dylan, Janis Joplin, Bob Weir, and Tom Petty.  

Mrs. Williamson has been teaching at Cole School for 24 years and is always sad when her students 
move up to kindergarten. She graduated suma cum laude with a BS in early childhood education from 
Bridgewater State University. She also has a M.ED. in special education from BSU.  She continues to 
pursue course work at various colleges in the Boston area and feels that it is so important to never 
stop learning! 

Her favorite food is pizza!  The book that probably had the greatest influence on her life is Charlotte’s 
Web by E.B. White.  After her big brother read it to her when she was a little girl she couldn’t/wouldn’t 
eat meat anymore. She has been vegetarian/vegan ever since.  Her favorite sports team is the New 
England Patriots!  Mrs. Williamson doesn't really watch TV except for the Pats games and the news. 
Her favorite movies are "Lady and the Tramp" and "Bambi".  

Mrs. Williamson's kindergarten teacher was not very nice to her because she did not know how to 
speak English when she started kindergarten.  She wanted to teach and work with young kids 
because she wants every child to feel safe and happy at school and to know that they are important. 
She feels strongly that children should be excited about school, not afraid as she was when she was 
a little girl.  Mrs. Williamson ensures that her preschoolers are excited about learning and feel safe in 
her classroom.  She inspires and enthusiastically teaches Cole School's youngest learners!  We are 
grateful for the work she puts in to start their love of learning early on!  

!  3



Eliza Burns, Principal Grace F. Cole Elementary School November 1, 2019

COMMMUNITY NEWS 
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Please join us for a screening of the new documentary: 

Angst 
Raising Awareness around Anxiety 

November 19, at 7:00 PM 
at Norwell High School’s Auditorium 

 
A new documentary that explores anxiety, its causes and effects, and what we can do about it  

featuring World Champion Swimmer Michael Phelps! 

 

This film is intended for students 14+ and parents. 

Come join us and RSVP here: https://www.showclix.com/event/angst-norwell-high-school 

We hope to see you there! 
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https://www.showclix.com/event/angst-norwell-high-school
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6TH ANNUAL

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH

HOSTED BY THE NORWELL VOLUNTEER CORPS

ADMISSION INCLUDES:

4:00 - 6:30pm


